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pointed out, however, that once a date was agreed upon he
did not want it postponed at the last moment and it was
finally agreed that they would decide the actual commence-
ment three weeks in advance of the attack.

Having advanced so far in the preparation of the proposed
combined offensive by the French and British troops on the
Sornme, Douglas had now to think seriously of making
plans for an operation of sufficient magnitude to mislead
the enemy as to the real point of attack, and it was essential
that such operations should be ready to take place by the
end of June. He instructed that all counter-attacks, how-
ever, should be made with as few infantry as possible but
well supported by artillery so that the loss of life would be
reduced to the absolute minimum.

Douglas had to come to London again on the 6th of
June for an important meeting at the War Office. General
Joffre and the French Premier were also present. Immedi-
ately on landing at Dover Douglas was shown a telegram
by the Military Landing Officer which reported that Lord
Kitchener and his staff on H.M.S. Hampshire had been
drowned.

Douglas's arrival was very unexpected and I had only
been advised by telegram of his coming. My children had
just arrived the previous evening from Wales and I had
arranged to take them to Deal a day or two later* Mean-
while they were to have stayed in my flat, which was so
tiny that I had had to make arrangements for them to sleep
in the dining-room. Everything, therefore, was in rather a
chaotic state when I heard that Douglas was coming. To
get over the difficulty I decided to rent an adjoining flat
which happened to be vacant, and was just moving in his
clothes, prior to walking to the station with the children
to meet Douglas, when I heard the excited voice of a lady
asking to see me at once. Alan Fletcher's wife then rushed
into the room and informed me that our husbands had been
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